
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
At Keimei Gakuen, our students learn how to approach the world with a broader perspective 

and with the important values of caring and nurturing for others. Our students have the unique 
opportunity of choosing between the classes and events they care about most, and our diverse 
student body exemplifies the kind of global perspective we strive to teach.  

 
Middle School and High School Global Lecture 

As an SGHA school (Super Global High School Associate School) since 2014, Keimei Gakuen has 
hosted lectures for its students that are based on the educational philosophy of "having a broad 
perspective and creating world peace".  Here are the results of two recent lectures. 
 
★Middle School 

 On Monday June 19th , during long home-room, a special lecture was held for the middle school 
student body.  

This time, the guest speaker was Mr. Seki, an alumnus of Keimei Gakuen, who is currently in his 
third year at Sophia University. Mr. Seki had a lot to say to our middle school, beginning with his 

experiences living in Nepal as a first year high school student. 
He went on to share with us many of the things he has done 
since. For example, he has helped organize an exchange 
program with college students in Nepal, a project that now 
has over 200 participating students and is on its seventh cycle. 
Moreover, he talked about his participation in a joint project 
with UNICEF, and of his involvement in the project “OPEN 
POLITICS,” which aims to lower the age of elected candidates. 
His passionate message undoubtedly had an impact on all of 

the junior high school students. The following are the impressions of a J3 student who was in 
attendance: 

Although the difficulty reality around us is sometimes hard to accept, it is important for  
us to never forget the important facts. I know time is short and so I want to work to achieve 
something of importance in that time. I will give it my all so that I will not later regret my 
decision.  I have always known that I am blessed, and now I feel strongly about what I want  
to do next. There are people in the world who go abroad and work in dangerous jobs and in 
dangerous conditions. It is because of people like these that we are able to live as we do now.  
I feel strongly that I want to reward these people in some way in the future.  

★High School 
On Monday, June 19th, a special lecture was 

held for the high school student body. The 
guest speaker this time was Seya Rumiko of 
the Japan Conflict Prevention Center. Our 
high school students had been introduced to 
her by reading about her in their English 
textbook CROWN. 

Seya Rumiko graduated from Chuo 
University and completed her master’s degree 
in conflict resolution at Bradford University 
in the UK. She has worked as part of UN 
PKO, MOFA, NGO staff in Rwanda, 
Afghanistan, Sierra Leone, Cote d’Ivoire, and many other places. She specializes in post-conflict 
reconstruction, peace building, security improvements, and disarmament of 
soldiers/demobilization/social reintegration. In 2011, Newsweek Japan included her in their article 
“Top 25 Most Respected Japanese People in the World,” and named her “Top Woman of 2012.” 
 The following are the impressions of an S3 student who attended Mrs. Seya Rumiko’s special Global Studies 
lecture on June 19th : 
 

Currently, there are no conflicts in Japan, where I live. In the first place, the word 
"conflict" itself feels like a distant country. However, I learned that the origin of conflict is 
simply a mismatch of opinion and a difference in values, and I felt that it was a problem that 
I could never be indifferent. The possibility of a conflict in developed countries like Japan is 
not zero. Also, I learned of many cruel things occurring around the world, even among 
children and their parents, and so I could not believe it. But unless we face reality it will not 
be possible to realize world peace. Therefore, I felt that we should learn more about others, 
even those with whom we have no direct relationship with. Finally, Mrs. Seya’s words 
revealed me to the courage of doing something that no one is doing for there is always 
something that someone has to accomplish. As long as I have my own choice, I want to find a 
job that lets me do what I can do to the utmost potential.  

 
Skype Conference with American Students in Global Studies 

On Wednesday, June 7th , Keimei Gakuen Global Studies S3 
students had a Skype Conference with American High School in 
California. Before the conference, all students had watched the 
movie Girl Rising, a movie about the desperate situation of girls 
in dangerous environments.  

During the conference, the students discussed the video and 
shared their opinions and questions with one another. Also, 
they discussed the present situation in their own countries, 
which led to discussions on politics and social issues. An 
hour quickly passed, but it was an incredibly valuable 
learning opportunity for all involved. 
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Spring Learning Experience Trip to Germany 
 From April 26th to May 6th, for a span of one week, 11 Keimei students participated in the school 
Spring Learning Experience Trip to Germany. They visited the Gustav Heinemann School in Berlin 
and had a lot of valuable experiences. The following are a student’s impressions: 
 

While Berlin, I went to the Gustav 
Heinemann School for two days, where I 
introduced Japanese culture to the students. I 
also folded origami with elementary school 
students, and took lessons with my fellow 
German students. During the lessons, the 
classrooms were always quiet, and they 
followed the rule that only people who raised 
their hands could speak. I felt the difference 
right away, as in Japan students can speak 
relatively freely.  

On my off days, I shopped with my host family at an outlet and they took me to the tourist  
   attractions in Berlin. During my stay, the city was quiet as most shops were closed due to 

holidays. However, they were quiet even on weekdays, since almost all shops open around 9 
o'clock and 10 o'clock and close before 8 pm. This is different compared to Japan, where stores 
are open most of the day. Because the shops here are closed on holidays, many people enjoy 
driving and picnicking with their families during this time.  

The most surprising thing to me was that there was no ticket gate at the train stations. 
However, although it might seem that you can ride for free, it is said that sometimes, plain- 
clothed cops and station staff are looking around and a large fine will be imposed on you if you 
are caught trying to ride without a ticket. Even if there were no ticket gates at the station, 
buying a ticket seemed to be  common sense to everyone, and I realized that a relationship of 
trust had been made among the people.   

I tried living in Germany for a week and it was short, but everything was fresh and 
everything was a valuable experience. What I feel most strongly about now is the necessity of 
English, which is a universal language. Up until now, I merely studied English at school but 
only vaguely did I understand its importance, but after going to a place where I could not 
speak English at all, I understand exactly how important it is to be able to speak English.  

 
Cambodia Work Camp  

The 4th Cambodian Work Camp will be held this 
year from August 2nd to the 7th.  Ten high school 
students will participate this time in cooperation with 
the people of NPO (ASAP). Through volunteer 
activities, our students will become familiar with the 
lives of the local Cambodian people and learn more 
about how to live and share our Earth.  

Currently, a new high school is being built. Those 
students who have already graduated from the 
elementary and junior high school built by ASAP will be able to go to that high school. Keimei 
students will participate in the school’s opening ceremony. This will give both Keimei students 

and the students from Cambodia an opportunity to interact and experience cultural exchange 
with one another. 

Also this year, we will meet the local moms related to our sewing project “Stitches for Riches.” 
We are planning to bring back purses, bags, and PET bottle covers and from the end of August, 
with cooperation from our junior and senior high school 
students and the parents of the Global Net Association at 
the school, decorate and sell them as products. We plan to 
sell these articles at the Keimei Festival held on Friday, 
September 22nd and Saturday, September 23rd. We would be 
made extremely happy if you could purchase some of these 
hand-stitched products, made by the Cambodian mothers, 
and participate in international cooperation. The money will 
go towards relief efforts in Cambodia.  
 
Exchange with our Australian sister school · TAS  

Our school will be holding a Summer Learning 
Experience Trip to Australia from August 10th to 23rd, 
nineteen students, from our junior and high schools, 
will participate. Through this unique exchange 
experience with a homestay family and with 
interactions with the students of our sister school 
Trinity Anglican School, our students will learn about 
the present state of Australian multi-nationalism and 
the way people think and live. In addition, we will 
have many opportunities to introduce Japanese 
culture.  

Trinity Anglican School is a private school in Cairns, Queensland, Australia. We have been 
conducting summer exchanges with them since 2005. Every year, Keimei students have the 
unique opportunity to explore what life is like in Australia thanks to our sister school. 

This year, we plan to welcome 30 students and 4 teachers, from elementary school to high 
school, from Trinity Anglican School in September. Primary schools will accept 15 children on 
Wednesday, September 20th, and Thursday, the 21st. The middle and high school will accept 15 
junior and senior high school students from Sunday, September 17th, until Monday, the 25th. 

 
KEIMEI English Summer Barazas 

Keimei junior and senior high school students will have the 
opportunity to play with English primary school children on 
Saturday, August 26th. 

 The goal is to help them practice English, while playing games 
and having fun. It will take place in the school cafeteria for 2 hours 
starting at 9:30 am. If you would like to volunteer for this event, 
please contact the International Center. We look forward to having 
you join us!  

Have a Nice Summer Vacation! 


